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Abstract
The relationship between Standard and colloquial Arabic in teaching Arabic to non-native speakers
reflects a sociolinguistic reality in which the two vatieties serve different communicative functions. This
study examines how the literature has addressed their integration, the theoretical and pedagogical bases
supporting it, and how their relationship is organized within the curticulum. It employs a focused
integrative review with an analytical corpus of 21 sources, supported by four foundational or contextual
sources, combining eatlier scholarship with recent studies concentrated primarily on 2018-2026. The
literature was analyzed according to the timing of variety introduction, the location and means of
integration, and the educational and communicative functions assigned to each vatiety. The review
shows that an important strand of research has moved beyond treating Standard and colloquial Arabic
as competing alternatives toward considering their integration in relation to communicative,
sociolinguistic, and pragmatic competence, although institutional implementation remains uneven. It
also identifies multiple forms of cutricular organization rather than a fixed proportion or single model
applicable to all programs. The study concludes that integration is pedagogically valuable when the
relationship between the two varieties is organized according to communicative context and purpose.
Keywords: Arabic as a Second/Foreign Language; Diglossia; Sociolinguistic Competence;
Communicative Competence; Curriculum Integration.
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1 Mahmoud Al-Batal, ed., Arabic as One Language: Integrating Dialect in the Arabic Language Curriculum
(Georgetown University Press, 2018), https://doi.org/10.2307 /j.ctv1£j85jd. Munther Younes, The Integrated
Approach to Arabic Instruction (Routledge, 2015).
2 M. A. Towler, “Arabic Language Tutors’ Beliefs on Including Regional Varieties in Undergraduate Degree
Courses in England,” Linguistics and Education 87 (2025): 101427,
https://doi.otg/10.1016/jlinged.2025.101427. M. A. Towler, “Language Variation on Arabic Undergraduate
Degree Courses in England: Students’ Perspectives,” The Language Learning Journal 53, no. 2 (2025): 173—
200, https://doi.org/10.1080/09571736.2024.2351938.
3 E. Huntley, “Does Studying Multiple Sociolinguistic Varieties of a Second Language Impact Learning
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Practices and L2 Arabic Pragmatic Development in a Short-Term Study Abroad,” Applied Linguistics 43, no.
1 (2022): 88114, https://doi.otg/10.1093/applin/amab013. L. Nassif, “Codeswitching between Modern
Standard and Colloquial Arabic as L2 Sociolinguistic Competence: A Cross-Sectional Study from an
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5 Karin C. Ryding, “Proficiency Despite Diglossia: A New Approach for Arabic,” The Modern Language
Journal 75, no. 2 (1991): 212-218, https://doi.org/10.1111/7.1540-4781.1991.tb05352.x.; Munther A.
Younes, “An Integrated Approach to Teaching Arabic as a Foreign Language,” Al-‘Arabiyya 23, nos. 1-2
(1990): 105-122.
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Press, 2018), 114133, https://doi.otg/10.2307 /j.ctv1£85jd.11.
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as One Language.
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Degree Courses.”
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13 Jeremy Palmer, “Arabic Diglossia: Student Perceptions of Spoken Arabic after Living in the Arabic-
Speaking World,” The Journal of Second Language Acquisition and Teaching 15 (2008): 81-95.; Sonia Shiri,
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14 Nassif, “Codeswitching between Modern Standard and Colloquial Arabic.”
15 Al Masaeed, “Bidialectal Practices and L2 Arabic Pragmatic Development.”
16 Khaled Al Masaeed, “Translanguaging in 1.2 Arabic Study Abroad: Beyond Monolingual Practices in
Institutional Talk,” The Modern Language Journal 104, no. 1 (2020): 250-266,
https://doi.otg/10.1111/modl.12623.; Khaled Al Masaeed, Naoko Taguchi, and Mohammed Tamimi,
“Proficiency Effects on L2 Arabic Refusals: Appropriateness, Linguistic Strategies and Multidialectal
Practices,” Applied Pragmatics 2, no. 1 (2020): 2653, https://doi.org/10.1075/ap.19007.mas.
17 Huntley, “Does Studying Multiple Sociolinguistic Vatieties.”
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18 Kawatha and Al Masaeed, “Multidialectal and Multilingual Translanguaging.”; Towler, “Arabic Language
Tutors’ Beliefs.” Towler, “Language Variation on Arabic Undergraduate Degree Courses.”
19 Huntley, “Does Studying Multiple Sociolinguistic Varieties.”; Al Masaeed, “Bidialectal Practices and L2
Arabic Pragmatic Development.”; Nassif and Al Masaeed, “Supporting the Sociolinguistic Repertoite.”;
Nassif, “Codeswitching between Modern Standard and Colloquial Arabic.”
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20 Nassif and Al Masaeed, “Supporting the Sociolinguistic Repertoire.”; Younes, The Integrated Approach
to Arabic Instruction.
21 Andreas Hallberg, “A Parallel Text-Based Approach for Teaching Standard and Vernacular Arabic,”
Orientalia Suecana 71 (2022): 24-37, https://doi.otg/10.33063/diva-484185.
22 R. Kitk Belnap, “Lessons Learned and Empirical Data from Twenty-Five Years of Using an Integrated
Approach,” in Arabic as One Language: Integrating Dialect in the Arabic Language Curriculum, ed.
Mahmoud Al-Batal (Georgetown University Press, 2018), 36—53.; Mike Turner, “An Integrated Moroccan
and Modern Standard Arabic Curriculum for First-Year Learners,” in Arabic as One Language: Integrating
Dialect in the Arabic Language Curriculum, ed. Mahmoud Al-Batal (Georgetown University Press, 2018),
134-153, https://doi.otg/10.2307 /j.ctv1£j85jd.12.; Sonia Shiti and Chatles Joukhadar, “Arabic Diglossic
Speaking without Mixing: Practices and Outcomes from a Beginning Level,” in Arabic as One Language:
Integrating Dialect in the Arabic Language Curriculum, ed. Mahmoud Al-Batal (Georgetown University
Press, 2018), 154172, https://doi.otg/10.2307 /j.ctv1£85jd.13.

Copyright © 2026 An Nazhair Journal

Available online at https://pascauinmtrm.gubugjournal.id/index.php/nazhair/index 103


https://pascauinmtrm.gubugjournal.id/index.php/nazhair/index

an nazuain A

E-ISSN: 3089-168X

Ilte disngs (Al-Kitaab addsg Apedard 5oLl J51s dliluogy JalSHl aigar Blazed Gl Gstud! Lal
Loz pyda J51s Lpiall dualald SEnd) zLas)l 85540 8ymmlall malidl prezed Mitas ¥ Gt Gaiie
caglle Ggrmay Aariye Anle Clpaiy (Hialea adlgag cdunrow Slgs il odl ayats 3] (Aepasll 4510
of JUb 1 (g - Bolatlly (el Jloataadl (s G9yall paany J) oL cials puislse cile ) celazall
Blatie cilyliag cablgag clae JMS (e oy OF 5Say i b Lol 5lge o sl p3bin ¥ dpaladl JUs-s)
okl 5Ll (e Bus38a Byg4m § Hualall ilylg=el Hallberg audy 57 sleil 39 53dzme (Blual suss
La3LLls Aol 315 AST Alglanlly 2uelara¥ly 2galll jaslasdl Jazm HUSI Jibesd! Lia of Sy
(Sl zlasdly cqaddl Jsall o JalSHl Jilug goils el dadd Gass duelall cuond o Las
25580 51 Bualall olsyall e Bz a3 LIRS oSy ¥y (A3l5all Loguailly iyl 45ylalls

Ledolis &1 a0s¥Ls . Lol gall lasll slaely byl ASYI gag  JolSall dagdagy el Syiudl Juans
Loy Led 5,8 s funmd 2gall) 85U 3eaS B3L5 5 e sinll (o aemell (e oyall OF ) dS ¥ e L
Lyl dueladly dmpaall 23l cralaill Jlaaiul of Nassif oplal aad 3loudly dadl dagbay HLasY)
ol ol Ao o sl BMzs | Al Masaeed g Nassif <y lsl LS dalize dclars! casllig
Alully 35all uldde Lpd cualisl Cadlge IS (po Wglus 1y Al Masaeed capnsg . eyl e il
Aagd JolSull S5 co3 (09 - aBgall Aoe M 3anT (30 12 52 Augalll 2)loll Hlas | Jazy Loy Apelaza)
5 90 Lt yay A3Ss o ¥ (alisll 3ylsll poiiiad 13Ug e ol e @lasll e by o Ao

of 6 3) tdualstll 8 Lealuserad @lazl) slue) (e 2lelSal 28Mall § duolall Ay jiatas ¥y
o (sl 93 Bin Ghalig Bin Ghali Jl> 128 .Lwis Ampaall 431 lad sy Laglad 159 Gayl 6053
gas Ll Zaaly (§ Aol Aa) Apopall Gudie lalate jde 481 Lo 3elyall calind 3 il Jelasll
LUl @ Slaady wloyie musst) Boguaio Bigsay il Al cpuyall plidial duwlyudl oy sl
i Zmgimall 2l ¢y o c gl g (molanll ey « JAH Blewdls Alagiye 79, @uldSy < Amisndl
Jeladl alile &sgamey ASHLAL Sotuay Aulull Bl Sude domdill sda Jlasy Liyee Uaylas
a8y cllaaool @laill plazy Glolss Bua Balall 09S5 0a8 1 alSall Alazell Aagdsgll auss LI asall
25 daall 35U oo sl e e lud Ulawg Gpuas 13 590 Gayl 095
s Sy Wimiie 3 ¥ cAlaylie slal Zagloglly pusglly cuderll O sguall s ca 2lall o 4Gy
Llolss adlye po Jalazll wlazll slae] Zualall Jlso) (o 94mall O 1318 5¥1 e Jhaes Lo S

23 Hallberg, “A Parallel Text-Based Approach.”; Brustad, Al-Batal, and Al-Tonsi, Al-Kitaab fii Ta’allum al-
‘Arabiyya.
24 Al Masaeed, “Bidialectal Practices and L2 Arabic Pragmatic Development.”; Nassif and Al Masaeed,
“Supporting the Sociolinguistic Repertoire.”; Nassif, “Codeswitching between Modern Standard and
Colloquial Arabic.”
25 N. Bin Ghali and N. Bin Ghali, “Multidialectal Translanguaging: Teacher Dialects as Interactional
Resources for Supporting Advanced MSA Comprehension,” Frontiers in Education 11 (2026): 1773484,
https://doi.otg/10.3389/feduc.2026.1773484.
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26 Bin Ghali and Bin Ghali, “Multidialectal Translanguaging.”; Brustad, Al-Batal, and Al-Tonsi, Al-Kitaab fii
Ta’allum al-‘Arabiyya.; Hallberg, “A Parallel Text-Based Approach.”

27 Bin Ghali and Bin Ghali, “Multidialectal Translanguaging.”; Brustad, Al-Batal, and Al-Tonsi, Al-Kitaab fii
Ta’allum al-‘Arabiyya.; Hallberg, “A Parallel Text-Based Approach.”; Younes, The Integrated Approach to
Arabic Instruction.
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28 Hallberg, “A Parallel Text-Based Approach.”
29 Brustad, Al-Batal, and Al-Tonsi, Al-Kitaab fii Ta’allum al-‘Arabiyya.
30 Brustad, Al-Batal, and Al-Tonsi, Al-Kitaab fii Ta’allum al-‘Arabiyya.
31 Hallberg, “A Parallel Text-Based Approach.”; Brustad, Al-Batal, and Al-Tonsi, Al-Kitaab fii Ta’allum al-

‘Arabiyya.
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32 Bin Ghali and Bin Ghali, “Multidialectal Translanguaging.”

33 Hallberg, “A Parallel Text-Based Approach.”; Younes, The Integrated Approach to Arabic Instruction.
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Integration of Variation in Arabic School Teaching (Qatatr Foundation International / University of Leeds,
2023).
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